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To those who were fortunate enough to be present at the seventieth
birthday party held for Dr. Cushing by the Harvey Cushing Society in New
Haven, April 8, 1939, this little book will remain a precious and cherished
memento; to those friends and former pupils of Dr. Cushing not there for
that gay and happy occasion it will be an especially coveted treasure-a last
visit with "the Chief"; and to those who knew Dr. Cushing not personally
but only as a fine ideal, as a traditional guide and example for the young
doctor, this book will offer, as none other does, an intimate and informal
meeting with a great man at his best, and an understanding of the love and
loyalty of his associates and patients. The delightful dinner program and
speeches, the spoken and written tributes of associates, pupils, friends, and
patients from all over the world, the three-day scientific program of the
Harvey Cushing Society, many informal and amusing photographs of the
party, an early photograph of Dr. Cushing, and a reproduction of a recent
portrait done by Mr. Deane Keller, combine to pre-ordain this tidy volume
to immortality among other books.
One has but to see a few of the letters of greeting written by some of
Dr. Cushing's former patients to know the love and confidence which he
inspired in all who came under his counsel. From rich or poor, learned or
unlearned, these letters express such a simple, genuine, and yet deeply senti-
mental appreciation that to read them is to feel a quickening of the pulse and
a lump in one's throat. They are truly human documents. Some informal
"notes" by Dr. Henry R. Viets on the "Formative Period of a Neurological
Surgeon" make known heretofore untold facts concerning Dr. Cushing's
early life as a medical student at Harvard, as a house officer in the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital, and as a young physician. Several reproductions
of some of Dr. Cushing's early history notes, anesthesia charts, and hand-
drawn illustrations of cases under his care, help to reveal in this interesting
chapter why Dr. Cushing's principles have made such a deep impression upon
the medical world. But by all odds the high light of the book is the after-
dinner address by Dr. Cushing. A little reminiscence, an extremely modest
review of some chapters in his life, a merited appreciation of his faithful
assistant, Dr. Louise Eisenhardt, a little joke about her "mysterious little
black book" which wielded such tremendous importance-all in the friendly,
easy, spontaneous manner so typical of the man-these few pages are a greet-
ing, a chat, and a final clasp of the beloved leader's hand. This speech is
unpublished except here, and it was Dr. Cushing's last public utterance.
This friendly volume is more than a book; it is more than an apprecia-
tion and a eulogy. It is most clearly a mark to identify an epoch in world
surgery. It signifies the taking up by the second generation of a work far
advanced and carefully and accurately wrought by the founder and leader
whose stimulation and impetus will be everlasting. It is, moreover, an
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experience with, and a last actual glimpse of, Dr. Cushing, and will there-
fore be among the most treasured of Cushing memorabilia. It will be found
in the possession of every true bibliophile. JOHN MARTIN.
OPHTHALMOLOGY. By Burton Chance. Clio Medica Series.
Paul B. Hoeber. New York, 1939, pp. xvii + 219. $2.
This recent addition to the Clio Medica series is very welcome for sev-
eral reasons. It is almost unique, for the only other histories of ophthalmology
in English are a very short essay by Sorsby and an article by Shastid in the
American Encyclopedia of Ophthalmology.
The brevity of Chance's history has excluded a separate bibliography,
yet the author has managed to include mention in the text of a great
many authors and their works, with emphasis on their availability in Eng-
lish translation.
Chance has superimposed a topical arrangement of subject matter upon
a chronological foundation, instead of making use of the biographical or
purely chronological approach. The ancient ophthalmology is divided by
epoch and by country: Babylonian, Graeco, Roman, Arabian, etc. Then
come the ophthalmological advances in the 16th and 17th centuries, cataract
extraction in the 18th, the invention of the ophthalmoscope and other scien-
tific developments in the 19th century. In the contemporary era there are
chapters on such various topics as refraction, color-blindness, eye movements,
surgery, drugs, schools, hospitals, societies, journals, etc. This arrangement
makes for readier reference to a specific subject, although it suffers some-
what from repetition.
By and large, the book serves the purpose of such pocket-sized volumes-
it gets read, it gives a sensible outline of and approach to the subject, and it
furnishes the information and the stimulation for further reading.
C. C. CLARKE.
PRINCIPLES ANDPRACTICE OF AVIATION MEDICINE. By Harry
G. Armstrong. The Williams & Wilkins Company, Baltimore,
1939, pp. xii + 489. $6.50.
In a volume of five hundred pages, the author purposes to present a
"text-book for students . . . a reference work for those actively engaged
in the practice of aviation medicine . . . and at the same time . . . to sat-
isfy a demand for information on this subject from various other interested
sources." Toward these bold ends he has succeeded remarkably well,
although the reference value of the book is lessened by the extent of verbiage
necessary to bring technical terminology into the ken of "other inter-
ested sources."
One suspects Dr. Armstrong of another purpose in writing this book,
and one dearer to his heart. "Aviation medicine," he writes, "has hereto-
fore been generally regarded as a rather disconnected collection of parts of